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YOU ARE AN ACOLYTE! 
  
Acolytes are not new to the Church's Worship service.  
Acolytes have helped with the worship service since the 

year 250 A.D., over 1,750 years.  The word acolyte 
means a "companion" or "one who helps".  You will be 

serving as a companion or helper to your Pastor:  
performing a number of important functions before, 

during, and after worship.  You are an important 
participant in the worship service. 

 
Why do we Acolyte?  
The lighting of the altar candles in the worship service 
is a symbol of Jesus coming into the presence of the 
worshiping community.  
 
To acolyte at worship is to bring: 

·  CELEBRATION (we light candles at a birthday party),  
·  REVERENCE (we light candles at memorial sites),  
·  and ANTICIPATION (marking something special – like candlelight dinners).  

 
In short, you set the visual table for worship. It is not merely a cute errand you are doing; 
you are a worship leader at this worship service. There will be at least one acolyte for 
each service.  Most services may require more than one acolyte. 
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HOW TO DO IT  
  
1. Arrive at least 15 minutes prior to worship and find the sacristy. 

2. Check the bulletin for changes or additions to the worship service that may affect 

your duties. If you are in confirmation, be sure that you have a worship note to 

complete.   

3. Check the candle lighter to determine whether its taper is long enough.  New tapers 

are kept in a long green box in the sacristy. 

4. The lighters to start your candle lighters are also in the sacristy.   

5. Put on the acolytes Alb, cincture, and cross necklace.  

6. Candles will be lit prior to worship service, during the prelude.   

7. Hold the candle-lighter in front of you tipped slightly forward, with the flame 

pointing ahead of you, and the bell of the candle-lighter pointing toward you. 

8. Before lighting the candles, pause to give reverence to the Cross by bowing your 

head and saying a short prayer – for example: "Jesus you are the light of the world. 

AMEN." 

9. If there is Holy Communion, there will be two additional candles on either side of 

the Altar candles which are lit last.  

10. If there is a Baptism during the worship service, light the Paschal Candle after you 

have lit the Altar candles. 

11. The candles nearest the cross are lit first.  

12. Extinguish the flame on your candle-lighter by pulling the taper down into its 

metal stem and then push the taper out again (this will keep the taper from sticking 

to the inside of the stem). NEVER blow out the taper.   

13. After candles are lit and the taper is extinguished, go to the center of the Cross and 

again take a moment to give Reverence to the Cross. 

14. Take your candle-lighter with you to your seat and quietly slide underneath your 

pew.     
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DURING THE SERVICE  
  
1. Participate in the entire service!  In other words PRAY THE PRAYERS, SING THE 

HYMNS, AND PARTICIPATE IN THE WHOLE SERVICE.  YOU ARE A LEADER IN WORSHIP.   

2. You will join any worship assistants at the Altar for Communion. 

3. During Communion you will need to take the lined basket and collect the empty 

glasses, standing on the outside of the wine tray OR following the person serving 

wine.    

4. During offering, you will come to the front of the altar rail and receive the plates 

from the pastor.  Then you bring them to the front of the steps and hand them to the 

ushers.  When the offering canticle is sung/people stand, you will again go to the 

front steps and collect the plates from the ushers and hand them back to the pastor.   

  

 AFTER THE SERVICE  
  
1. On the last verse of the closing hymn, take your candle lighter and face the bell 

away from you and go to the center of the Altar. 

2. Give Reverence to the Cross. 

3. When extinguishing the candles, hold the bell of the lighter over the candle so it 

smothers the flame.  DO NOT PRESS BELL DOWN ON THE CANDLE!  If 

you do, you may smash the wick. 

4. When extinguishing candles, start with the candles furthest from the Cross. 

5. After extinguishing both sets of candles, give Reverence the Cross, and exit. 

6. Go and hang up your robe, cincture, cross, and candle-lighter. 

    

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS  
  
1. Baptism - If there is a Baptism during the worship service, light the Paschal Candle 

after you have lit the Altar candles.   

2. Easter - During the whole Easter season, light the Paschal Candle after you have lit 

the Altar candles.  
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WORDS AN ACOLYTE SHOULD KNOW  
  

Acolyte - means "companion" or "one who helps".  An acolyte brings the symbolic light 
of Christ into the worship service – once the acolyte brings the light, the worship service 
may begin.   
 

Advent - means "coming".  It is the first season of the church year.  It's the time before 
Christmas when we prepare for the coming of Jesus.  There are four Sundays in Advent. 
  

Alb - is a white robe with a cincture around the waist.  
  

Altar - is the table at the front of the Church.  Scandia has an “East wall altar” which 
means the altar is attached to the decorative wood carving and painting.  An altar is a 
visual reminder of the family table. God's family gathers around this table.  It also recalls 
the sacrifice of God's Son. 
  

Candle-lighter - is used by an acolyte to light candles.  It consists of a taper or wick from 
which the candles are lighted and a bell for snuffing out the flame. 
  

Candles - in the chancel each have a meaning. The three candles in our candelabra 
represent the Holy Trinity – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  A four-candle candelabrum 
represents the four evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  Because God created 
light and Jesus said, "I am the light," candles are an important part of the Christian 
service. 
  

Chancel - it is the area in the church building where the Pastor leads the worship service. 
The Altar is in the Chancel. 
 

Church Year - is a 12-month cycle of Christian celebration.  The first season is Advent 
which prepares for Christ coming into the world.  Christmas is next; when Jesus was 
born.  Epiphany is the season beginning when the three Wise Men see the Christ Child 
and including Jesus' Baptism and the beginning of his ministry.  Lent follows Epiphany 
and recalls Jesus' suffering for us.  It is a time to think about Baptism and rebirth in 
preparation for Easter, a seven-week festival which starts when Jesus rises from the dead 
on the day of Easter.  The Day of Pentecost and the Season after Pentecost are 
celebrations of the Holy Spirit active in the life of the church.  There are some additional 
celebration/festival days that mark particular moments in our church calendar, but they 
do not mark a church season.   
  

Cincture - is the rope worn around the waist over the Alb.  The rope is a symbol of the 
rope used to bind Jesus when he was before Herod. 
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Credence Table - is a separate table used for the bread and wine of Holy Communion and 
for the offering when the altar is a stand-alone table.  Scandia does not utilize a credence 
table – we place the offering and communion elements on the altar.   
  

Crucifer - is the person who carries the cross, leading the procession into and out of the 
church.  A Crucifer is utilized at particular times of the church year when processions are 
important – Easter Vigil, Easter Sunday, and Reformation Sunday (Confirmation), are 
just a few.   
  

Eucharist - is a Greek word meaning "thanksgiving".  It is another word for Holy 
Communion, or the Lord's Supper. 
  

Ewer - is the pitcher of water used to fill the Baptismal font; (pronounced “you-er”) 
  

Font - is the bowl or basin from which water is taken during the Sacrament of Baptism. 
  

Intinction - is the dipping of the bread into the wine at Holy Communion, so that the 
person can receive both elements together. 
  

Nave - is the section in the church building where the congregation sits. 
  

Offering - is taken at a time in the service when the members of a church offer their gifts 
to God in the form of money.  
  

Paschal Candle - is a large white candle symbolizing the risen Christ.  It is lighted from 
Easter Eve through Pentecost Sunday.  After that it is lit only when there is a Baptism or 
a Funeral. 
  

Postlude - the music played at the end of the worship service. 
  

Prelude - the music played before the worship service begins. 
  

Reverence the Cross – saying a short prayer or pause momentarily in respect for the 
Cross. 
  

Sacraments - are means by which we receive God’s grace.  These sacraments use earthly 
elements and God's Word to bring His blessing.  The two Lutheran Sacraments are 
Baptism (water) and Holy Communion (wine and bread).  They were directed by Christ 
for us “to remember me” and “Go, Baptize”.   
  

Sacristy - is the room where the participants in the service prepare for the service. 
  

Taper - is the long stem or wick in a candle-lighter, used to light the candles. 
  

Vestments - is a general name for clothing worn by those who participate in worship 
services. 


